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Employment by Sector

Businesses by Size

22%

33%

24%

7%

Micro
Businesses
(0-9
employees)

Small
Businesses
(10-49
employees)

Medium & Large
Businesses 
(50-249 & 250+
employees)

47%

30%

23%

Business by Ownership

Ownership

Employment

External Local

8% 92%

31% 69%

Whilst externally-owned businesses represent 8%
of the total they account for 31% of employment.

4,206
Employment

£1,095m
All Sales

£649m
External

Sales

£335m
Export
Sales

Supported
Businesses

92

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are collected from a 
sub-set of Invest NI businesses who are significant 
contributors to the NI economy. KPIs are geographically 
assigned based on the HQ location of the business. 

Key metrics include all sales, external sales outside NI, 
export sales outside UK and employment (based on 
Full-Time Equivalent). All data is provisional and subject 
to further revision.

Businesses are classified according to Invest NI’s sector 
reporting structure which is based on their main product 
and/or service within Northern Ireland. 

Invest NI Supported Business Performance  (2021)

* Business count too small to release
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Total Exports £335m

Sales by Trade Territory

Sales by Sector

Total Sales £1,095m

Sales by Destination  

Total Exports: £335m (31%)

Total Sales: £1,095m (100%)

Total External Sales: £649m (59%)

Great Britain
£314m (28.6%)

EU27
£238m (21.8%)

Rest of
World
£94m
(8.6%)

Northern Ireland
£447m (40.8%)

Financial, 
Prof. & Bus.
£41m (3.7%)

Life & Health
£34m (3.1%)

Agri-Food
£596m (54.4%)
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Note: Individual amounts may not add to the total figure due to an unassigned amount of £3m (0.2%)

Irish Republic
£96m (28.6%)

EU & Russia (Excl. RoI)
£162m (48.3%)

Americas
£31m (9.3%)

India, Middle
East & Africa
£20m (5.9%)

Asia Pacific
£24m (7.1%)

Other
£3m
(0.8%)
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Invest NI Activity (2017-18 to 2021-22)

Top 10 Investors

Company Investment Invest NI Assistance 

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland

£m

Northern Ireland

Irish Republic

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland

Maine Surface Finishing

Woodland Kitchens (NI)

Armstrong Medical

WD Meats

Dowds Group

Hutchinson Engineering

LacPatrick Dairies

Zimplify

Causeway Geotech

McKeown Fine Foods

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Country
(current ownership)

778
Offers

1,040
Assisted Jobs

£101m
Investment

299
Businesses

Assistance
£20m

Activity is based on those projects brought forward by Invest NI 
customers over the past 5 years that have been approved for an 
offer of support. 

“Assistance” is offered at the start of a project based on a 
company commitment to undertake a business development 
project, such as job creation, R&D, skills development.

Invest NI’s Assistance is then combined with investment from the 
company to form the project “Investment”.  

The project is then delivered over an agreed period of time 
meaning there is a lag between Assistance and Investment and 
the delivery by customers on the ground.  

Assistance - Local (92%) External (8%) Assisted Jobs - Local (97%) External (3%)

Note: Excludes Venture Capital funding

Investment by Type of Offer

Developing
Overseas

Trade Capability

Developing
Innovation

& Technology  

Developing SkillsVenture
Capital Fund

CovidInvesting
 in R&D

OtherCreating Jobs

£7m £6m

£62m

£9m £8m £5m £3m £1m
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External Investment by Country of Origin

Irish Republic
£5m (67.3%)

Germany
£1m (9.5%)

United States
£1m (14.1%)

Note: Country reflects ownership at the time of offer.

Great Britain
£1m (9.0%)

Support by Ownership

Investment by Sector

Locally-OwnedExternally-Owned 

Advanced
Engineering

& Manufacturing

Agri-Food Construction Digital &
Creative

Technologies

Financial,
Professional
& Business

Services

Leisure &
Tourism

Life &
Health

Sciences

Offers Assistance Investment

£25m

£18m

£22m

£7m
£9m

£6m

£12m

27

751

£2m

£18m

£8m

£93m

Note: Investment by sector does not include £1.47m of investment that cannot be allocated at council level.



Data Tables
Invest NI Key Performance Indicators, 2021

Council or Region
No of 

businesses
Full Time 
Staff

Sales
£m

External 
Sales

£m

Export
Sales

£m

 Externally 
Owned - % of 
Businesses 

 Locally 
Owned - % of 
Businesses 

 Externally 
Owned - 

Employment 
% 

 Locally 
Owned - 

Employment 
% 

 Northern 
Ireland 
Sales

£m

 Great Britain 
Sales

£m

 EU27 
Sales

£m

 Rest of 
World

(excl EU27) 
Sales £m

 Other 
(unassigned) 

Sales
£m

Antrim & 
Newtownabbey  86  7,630  1,727  1,323  598 10% 90% 24% 76%  404  726  288  252  57 

Ards & North Down  81  2,842  511  418  291 11% 89% 20% 80%  93  127  111  167  13 

Armagh, Banbridge 
& Craigavon  180  18,574  3,254  2,794  1,089 9% 91% 51% 49%  460  1,705  739  340  10 

Belfast  467  43,551  5,038  3,713  1,622 27% 73% 73% 27%  1,324  2,092  506  1,113  3 

Causeway Coast & 
Glens  92  4,206  1,095  649  335 8% 92% 31% 69%  447  314  238  94  3 

Derry & Strabane  124  7,899  819  607  483 10% 90% 46% 54%  211  125  246  235  2 

Fermanagh & 
Omagh  128  5,511  1,269  1,014  418 8% 92% 27% 73%  254  596  319  100  0.02 

Lisburn & 
Castlereagh  145  7,073  1,754  1,278  343 8% 92% 19% 81%  476  935  256  84  2 

Mid & East Antrim  65  5,449  1,007  855  340 14% 86% 44% 56%  152  515  183  153  4 

Mid Ulster  236  18,151  4,624  3,662  1,366 6% 94% 30% 70%  962  2,296  761  597  8 

Newry, Mourne & 
Down  156  11,013  1,728  1,388  886 4% 96% 26% 74%  340  502  420  449  18 

Eastern  467  43,551  5,038  3,713  1,622 27% 73% 73% 27%  1,324  2,092  506  1,113  3 

North Eastern  151  13,078  2,734  2,179  938 12% 88% 32% 68%  556  1,241  472  405  61 

North Western  216  12,106  1,914  1,256  818 9% 91% 41% 59%  658  438  484  329  5 

Southern  382  20,928  3,993  3,084  1,520 7% 93% 23% 77%  909  1,564  787  700  33 

Western  544  42,236  9,147  7,470  2,874 8% 92% 39% 61%  1,677  4,596  1,819  1,037  18 

NI  1,760  131,899  22,825  17,702  7,771 13% 87% 47% 53%  5,123  9,931  4,069  3,584  119 

External Investment by Country of Origin

Irish Republic
£5m (67.3%)

Germany
£1m (9.5%)

United States
£1m (14.1%)

Note: Country reflects ownership at the time of offer.

Great Britain
£1m (9.0%)

Support by Ownership

Investment by Sector

Locally-OwnedExternally-Owned 

Advanced
Engineering

& Manufacturing

Agri-Food Construction Digital &
Creative

Technologies

Financial,
Professional
& Business

Services

Leisure &
Tourism

Life &
Health

Sciences

Offers Assistance Investment

£25m

£18m

£22m

£7m
£9m

£6m

£12m

27

751

£2m

£18m

£8m

£93m

Note: Investment by sector does not include £1.47m of investment that cannot be allocated at council level.



Invest NI Activity by District Council Area, 2017-18 to 2021-22

Council or Region

Externally-Owned Locally-Owned Total

No of 
businesses

No of 
Offers

Assistance 
£m

Investment 
£m

Assisted 
Jobs

No of 
businesses

No of 
Offers

Assistance 
£m

Investment 
£m

Assisted 
Jobs

No of 
businesses

No of 
Offers

Assistance 
£m

Investment 
£m

Assisted 
Jobs

Antrim & 
Newtownabbey  14  51  18.63  212.06  319  206  574  15.58  76.44  679  220  625  34.21  288.50  998 

Ards & North Down  11  34  3.21  18.14  33  247  713  14.03  69.25  595  258  747  17.24  87.39  628 

Armagh, Banbridge & 
Craigavon  17  78  8.63  33.35  18  497  1,511  44.04  200.54  1,292  514  1,589  52.67  233.89  1,310 

Belfast  147  376  86.25  679.13  7,015  968  3,520  119.27  533.09  2,867  1,115  3,896  205.51  1,212.22  9,882 

Causeway Coast & 
Glens  4  27  1.67  7.76  32  295  751  18.18  92.84  1,008  299  778  19.85  100.60  1,040 

Derry & Strabane  16  52  18.80  121.67  971  306  854  21.68  110.67  816  322  906  40.48  232.34  1,787 

Fermanagh & Omagh  12  55  2.20  15.78  92  286  750  15.48  77.17  792  298  805  17.68  92.95  884 

Lisburn & 
Castlereagh  20  71  1.41  7.67  68  369  1,217  35.11  148.14  889  389  1,288  36.52  155.81  957 

Mid & East Antrim  13  32  1.87  16.45  55  226  611  14.09  62.89  404  239  643  15.96  79.34  459 

Mid Ulster  17  134  4.06  18.05  200  541  1,705  43.23  250.72  1,959  558  1,839  47.29  268.78  2,159 

Newry, Mourne & 
Down  13  41  1.35  8.87  76  456  1,316  35.87  195.93  1,569  469  1,357  37.22  204.79  1,645 

Eastern  147  376  86.25  679.13  7,015  968  3,520  119.27  533.09  2,867  1,115  3,896  205.51  1,212.22  9,882 

North Eastern  27  83  20.50  228.51  374  432  1,185  29.67  139.33  1,083  459  1,268  50.17  367.84  1,457 

North Western  20  79  20.48  129.43  1,003  601  1,605  39.85  203.52  1,823  621  1,684  60.33  332.95  2,826 

Southern  44  146  5.96  34.68  177  1,072  3,246  85.01  413.32  3,053  1,116  3,392  90.97  448.00  3,230 

Western  46  267  14.89  67.18  310  1,324  3,966  102.74  528.44  4,043  1,370  4,233  117.64  595.62  4,353 

NI  314  993  158.79  1,203.51  10,000  4,397  13,703  400.46  1,854.78  12,894  4,711  14,696  559.25  3,058.29  22,894 

NI total assistance includes an additional £25.44m which is not allocated at council level, as it benefits businesses across the whole of NI, and a further £9.18m offered to projects that have not yet settled on a location or are
multi-locational.




