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Business Expenditure on R&D (BERD)

Total Expenditure 2018-2022

SMEs Large Companies (250+)

R&D activity is defined as research or technological development with an appreciable level of novelty or innovation in line with 
international critieria (the Frascati manual).  Results are based on cash terms unless ‘real terms’ are referenced i.e. where 
deflators are used to take out the effect of price changes over time. As methodological improvements have been implemented 
for the 2022 survey, users should exercise caution when drawing comparisons between 2022 BERD data and previous years.    
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Business Higher Education Government

£1120.1m

£850.7m £242.2m £27.1m

Total
Spend

-0.7% on year

£444.0m£231.2m
£210.2m

£406.7m

2021

£319.8m

£561.8m

£272.8m

£501.8m£535.2m£451.3m

SME expenditure has decreased by 10% and large company
spend has increased by 111% over a 5 year period.
Large companies account for 52% of spend and SMEs 48%.

Number of Businesses Spending on R&D

BERD by Sector
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£483.6m

1,709
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There has been
an increase of
345 businesses
spending on R&D
from 2021 to 2022
+20% on the year.

BERD by Ownership

Locally-owned
companies
represented 48%
of R&D spend
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¹Northern Ireland 2022 in-house R&D as a proportion of previous year’s GVA. 
 Source is ONS Regional GVA Reports 2021.

BERD In-house Expenditure

BERD Employment

R&D Investment Rate1

UK

North
(North East,
North West,
Yorkshire &
the Humber)

Northern
Ireland

England

WalesScotland

16.0%

8.5% 6.4%

-1.5% -2.5% -3.5%

-12.5%
-17.0%

Of the grouped regions and countries, NI was one of five groupings that reported a decrease in (in-house) R&D expenditure
over the year (-3.5%) £882m to £851m

In-house expenditure relates to spend on R&D undertaken within NI.
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BERD Funding by Source 2022
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2019 2021 202220202018

UK (2.4%)
England

Wales

Scotland
Northern Ireland (1.9%)%

2021-2022

6,360 6,690

East of England,
London &

South East

Midlands &
South West

(East Midlands,
West MIdlands,

South West)

3,760
4,540

Others
Self funded

£539.3m (63.4%)
Parent company
£138.8m (16.3%)

NI Gov.
£14.2m (1.7%)

UK Gov
£40.9m (4.8%)

Other
£117.5m (13.8%)

The most recent GVA data avalaible are for 2021. To calculate the 2022 R&D investment rate we have divided the 2022 R&D data by 2021 GVA. 


